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Explanation of the 8 th hadith from 

the 40 ahadith collected by 

Imam An Nawawi 



Text of the hadith 
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION 



Ibn 'Umar related that the Messenger of Allah, 
upon whom be peace, said, "I have been ordered 
to fight the people until they testify that there is 
no god except Allah, and that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah, and they establish prayer and 
pay the zakah. If they do that, their blood and 
wealth are protected from me save by the rights of 
Islam. Their reckoning will be with Allah." (Related 
by al-Bukhari and Muslim.)" 



Variations of this hadith 
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Variations of this hadith 
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Meaning of 



Does it mean everyone who is not a Muslim? 

Imam Al Khattabi and others have said that this rule applies to the 
idolators, the polytheists of Arab and whoever does not believe except 
the People of the Book. 

And acceptance of the unity of Allah only is not enough for immunity 
and this is the reason that the hadith manadates belief in the 
prophethood of the holy Prophet SAW, establishment of prayers and 
payment of Zakah. 



Explanation of this hadith based upon 

an incident 
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Explanation of 



EXCEPT WITH WHAT IS THE RIGHT OF ISLAM? 

EXCCEPT WITH WHAT ISLAM DEMANDS? 

Five obligatory prayers are the right of the body 

Obligatory charity, Zakah, is the right of the 
wealth. 



Issues to be discussed 



Did the holy Prophet SAW demanded performance of prayers and payment of 
Zakat from any one who wanted to become a Muslim? 
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Acceptance of Two witnesses only 

The Holy Pro[het SAW expressed his 
displeasure when Usama bin Zaid RA killed a 
person during war who said that there is no 
god but Allah 

Thaqif accepted Islam on the condition that 
they will not forced to give charity or 
participate in Jihad 

A person accepted Islam on the condition that 
he will offer only two prayers. 



A different view 
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The Holy Prophet SAW told Muaz RA when sending 
him to Yemen to invite people to the two witnessed 
statements and said that if they accept it then teach 
them about the prayers and zakat. This implies that 
people will be commanded with prayers and zaka 
after they have accepted Islam. 



Evidence of this view point 
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And yet another opinion 



Does the hadith refer to the Polytheists of Arab only at the 
time of the Holy Prophet SAW after the conquest of Mecca? 



t*o 




But when the forbidden months are past, then fight and slay 
the Pagans wherever ye find them, an seize them, beleaguer 
them, and lie in wait for them in every stratagem (of war); but 
if they repent, and establish regular prayers and practise 
regular charity, then open the way for them: for Allah is Oft- 
forgiving, Most Merciful. 



And yet another opinion 



This hadith does not mention Jizya, the tax imposed on non 
Muslims living in an Islamic state being allowed to follow their 
own religion, exempted from fighting and being allowed to 
follow their own laws in their personal laws. 

^1(29) 6j>^ 

Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day, nor hold 
that forbidden which hath been forbidden by Allah and His 
Messenger, nor acknowledge the religion of Truth, (even if 
they are) of the People of the Book, until they pay the Jizya 
with willing submission, and feel themselves subdued. 



And yet another opinion 
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But if the enemy incline towards peace, do thou (also) 
incline towards peace, and trust in Allah: for He is One 
that heareth and knoweth (all things). 



And yet another opinion 



If one amongst the Pagans ask thee for asylum, 
grant it to him, so that he may hear the word of 
Allah; and then escort him to where he can be 
secure. That is because they are men without 
knowledge. 

The concept of i>H— 



And yet another opinion 
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What prevents a war between 
Muslims and non Muslims 

• Peace treaty 

Permission from the Islamic state to the non 
Muslims to enter its land, visa, guaranteeing 
their safety. 

• Jizya: tax from non Muslim citizens of an 
Islamic state in lieu of zakat. 

• Acceptance of Islam 



ssue of a person who does not pray 

A person who refuses that five daily prayers 
are obligatory is a disbeliever. 

A person who accepts the obligatoriness of 
five daily prayers but does not pray is not a 
disbeliever according to Imam Abu Hanifa, 
mam Malik and Imam Ash Shafai 



Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal considered such a 
person as an apostate. 



Evidence by Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal 
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Ruling about a person who refuses to 

pray 

Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal: that person should 
be killed since he has become an apostate 

Imam Malik and Imam Ash Shafai: that person 
should be killed, not due to apostasy, but just 
like a murderer or a married adulterer. 

Imam Abu Hanifa: he cannot be killed but he 
can be punished at the discretion of the 
Judge. 



Evidence for the Hanafi verdict 
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Ibn Masood RA narrated: 

Allah's Apostle SAW said, "The blood of a Muslim who 
confesses that none has the right to be worshipped but 
Allah and that I am His Apostle SAW, cannot be shed 
except in three cases: In Qisas for murder, a married 
person who commits illegal sexual intercourse and the 
one who reverts from Islam (apostate) and leaves the 
Muslims." (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 9, Book 83) 



Evidence for the Hanafi verdict 
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In the wording of the Hadith narrated by Anas RA it is mentioned that 
the Holy Prophet SAW as asked: What is its right? He SAW said: 
"adultery after marriage, apostasy after becoming Muslim and murder, 
in these cases the perpetrator can be killed." 

(but the last part could be Anas RA's statement and it is mentioned 
that this report is Anas RA's statement in its entirety. 



Ruling about fighting those who refuse 
to pay zakat and perform Hajj 



Saeed ibn Jubair reported Umar ibn Al Khattab RA 
as saying that if people gave up Hajj we will fight 
them just like we fight them when they refuse to 
pray or pay zakat. 

There are different opinions of the scholars 
including the Companions RA in the matter of 
people who do not fast, pay zaka or perform Hajj. 



